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NOMINATION OF STUART ROTHMAN TO BE SOLICITOR 
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 





THURSDAY, JULY 9, 1953 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON LaBpor AND Pusiic WELFARE, 
Washington, D. C. 

The committee met at 11:05 a. m., pursuant to call, in room F-37, 
the Capitol, Hon. H. Alexander Smith of New Jersey (chairman) 
presiding. 

Present: Senators Smith of New Jersey, Aiken, Purtell, Murray, 
Hill, Neely, Douglas, Lehman, and Kennedy. 

Also present: Secretary of Labor Durkin. 

The CHarRMAN. Our witness at this time is Mr. Stuart Rothman, 
of Minnesota, to be Solicitor for the Department of Labor. 

We have with us this morning the Secretary of Labor and the Under 
Secretary of Labor. 

I have a letter from Senator Thye, which I will read and put in the 
record. It is addressed to me. 

(The letter referred to is as follows:) 

Juty 9, 1953. 
Hon. H. ALEXANDER SMITH, 
Chairman, Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR SmitH: Now under consideration by your committee is the 
- nomination by the President of the Honorable Stuart Rothman, of Minnesota, 
to be Solicitor of the Department of Labor. 

As a Senator from Minnesota, where Mr. Rothman has been a lifelong resident 
and a distinguished and respected State official, I am writing to you to express 
my support of Mr. Rothman, the confirmation of whose nomination I am confident 
the committee will recommend. 

The position of Solicitor of the Department of Labor is a most sensitive and 
important one. Mr. Rothman would bring to it a fine and discriminating mind, 
excellent training and experience in the law and in government administration, 
and a spirit of fairness, integrity , and understanding. I have received letters 
from many leading citizens of Minnesota, who are well acquainted with Mr. Roth- 
man and who know the difficult requirements of this position, and they offer 
strong endorsement and approval of him. 

We of Minnesota are proud that the President and the Secretary of Labor have 
turned to one of our able Minnesota citizens to serve in this important position 
in the Federal Government, and I, personally, take pride in recommending 
Mr. Rothman to you and your colleagues on the committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Epwarp J. Tuys, 
United States Senator. 


The CuarrMan. I will have printed in the record at this point the 
biography of Mr. Rothman, which we all have in our folders here. 

(The biography referred to follows: ) 

Stuart Rothman was born in St. Paul, Minn., April 14, 1914, and was educated 


in St. Paul public schools. He graduated from the University of Minnesota 
and from its law school in 1937. 
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He was editor of the Minnesota Law Review and the Order of Coif. He was 
a research fellow in the graduate division of the Harvard Law School and received 
a master of law degree in 1938. He was appointed a Littauer fellow in the 
Harvard Graduate School of Public Administration and was a consultant in that 
school in 1939. 

While attending the University of Minnesota he was interested in government 
research and was employed by the St. Paul Bureau of Municipal Research. 

From 1938 to 1947, he was employed in the Federal service in the following 
capacities: Attorney, Rural Electrification Administration, and assistant regional 
counsel; field office attorney; construction and building attorney; Director of 
Project Planning and Programing Division; locality expeditor, National Housing 
Agency; United States Housing Authority, Federal Public Housing Authority. 

He served for a period as Acting General Counsel of the Office of Surplus 
Property. 

In 1947, at the request of the Governor, he prepared a slum clearance and 
housing program for the State of Minnesota and became the first director of 
housing and urban redevelopment for the State, in which capacity he now serves. 

He is married and has one child. 

He is a member of the Minnesota State Bar Association and serves on its admin- 
istrative law committee. He is commander of the Prescott Flotilla of the United 
States Coast Guard Auxiliary, a Coast Guard adjunct devoted to promoting safe 
boating on navigable waters. He is chairman of the Boys’ Work Committee of 
the downtown branch of the St. Paul YMCA, and is a member of the committee 
of management of the Y. 

The CuarrMan. I will ask you, Mr. Rothman, to give us a little 
further elaboration on the biography which appears here of your 
experience and background and your qualifications for this very 
important office. 

Mr. Roraman. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I am honored to be here. 

I was born in St. Paul, Minn., in 1914. I attended the public 
schools of St. Paul and was graduated from the University of Minne- 
sota and from the University of Minnesota Law School in 1937. 

I was an editor of the Minnesota Review and a member of the Order 
of Coif. 

While I attended the law school I was interested in government 
and was employed by the St. Paul Bureau of Municipal Research. 

After I was admitted to the bar in Minnesota, I was a research fellow 
in the Harvard Law School and obtained a master of law degree in 
1938. 

During the summer months of 1938 I was employed as an attorney 
with the Rural Electrification Administration, and during 1938 and 
1939 school year I was privileged to be Littauer fellow and consultant 
in the Harvard Graduate School of Public Administration. 

After preparing for government service, I went into the govern- 
ment and have served in various capacities in the Federal and State 
service. 

I was attorney for the Rural Electrification Administration, and 
attorney and assistant regional counsel and field counsel and chief 
construction and building attorney, director of project planning and 
programing of the Federal Public Housing Authority. 

I was expeditor in Minneapolis for the National Housing Agency. 

The Governor of Minnesota requested that I prepare a slum 
clearance and public housing program for the State of Minnesota 
and I did so and became the first director of housing and slum clear- 
ance for the State of Minnesota, in which capacity I am now serving. 

I am married and have one child. 

The Cuarrman. Your chief business recently has been this housing 
situation in Minnesota? 
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Mr. Roraman. Yes. I have been the director of slum clearance 
and public housing in the State of Minnesota. 

The CHarrMAN. Senator Murray, have you any questions of the 
witness? 

Senator Murray. No; I have no questions. 

The CuHarrMaNn. Senator Purtell? 

Senator PurTEe.L. I have none. 

The CuarrMan. Senator Neely? 

Senator Negety. No, Mr. Chairman. 

The CuarrMAN. Senator Aiken? 

Senator Arken. No. 

The CuarrMAN. Senator Hill? 

Senator Hiiu. I note that you acted as General Counsel of the 
Office of Surplus Property. Who was the Administrator at that 
time? 

Mr. Roruman. A gentleman by the name of Mr. Bradley, of Texas. 
I filled in until he made other arrangements. 

Senator Hint. Thank you. 

That is all. 

The CHarRMAN. Senator Lehman? 

Senator Leaman. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHarRMAN. Senator Douglas? 

Senator Dovauas. I have no questions, but I have a comment to 
make. 

I might say that there was always a group of people who were 
contaminated in the eyes of the present majority party and were 
disqualified from public office, namely, those who held responsible 
positions under the preceding administration; those who were former 
college professors, and those who attended Harvard and Oxford. 

I think the administration in order to get competent men—and 
these are all competent men—in this case have sent down 3 men, 
nearly all former professors, 1 who went to Harvard and 1 to Oxford, 
and all previously connected with the Democratic administration. 

I want to congratulate the administration for following in power a 
very different policy from that which they talked when they were out 
of power. 

I am delighted to see that the bitterness which characterized the 
campaign is not being carried over into the responsible period of the 
administration. 

The CHarRMAN. We appreciate the prevue of your vote on these 
candidates. I appreciate it very much. 

Senator Kennedy? 

Senator Kennepy. I notice that while you have extensive exper- 
ience in Government work, I do not think in any of these positions you 
had direct contact with the labor movement; is that correct? 

Mr. Rotuman. No; I have not at any time represented either the 
employers or the employees in the labor movement. 

Senator Kennepy. Have you served in any agency which had 
contact with the problems of labor management? 

Mr. Roruman. Not with problems of labor management. In 
connection with my work as construction and building attorney for 
the Federal Public Housing Administration, we were concerned with 
the Walsh-Healey Act and the Davis-Bacon Act. 
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Senator Kmennepy. But you feel that you are qualified because of 
your experience in these other areas to serve as Solicitor of the Depart- 
ment of Labor. You feel that while your experience has been in other 
fields, nevertheless you feel it is related closely enough to the problems 
with which you will be dealing that you will have no difficulty in 
fulfilling your responsibilities in ‘the De »partment; is that correct? 

Mr. Roruman. Yes, sir. I feel I have experience in administrative 
law, and official capacities and legislation to bring to this position 
without any preconception of any kind the necessary background. 

I might add that a year ago it was thought that I would teach a 
course in social legislation, which covers this field, at the University 
of Minnesota Law School, and I prepared for that position by reviewing 
the entire field. 

The professor returned from the service and I did not do that work. 

Senator Kennepy. I think you do have extensive experience in 
government. 

I have no other questions. 

The CHAIRMAN. Secretary Durkin is here and I know he and Mr. 
Mashman both know the witness very well. 

Would you like to say anything for the record, Mr. Secretary? 

Secretary Durkin. I know him by reputation, Mr. Chairman and 
members of the committee, and we did make some inquiry as to his 
ability as well as to his attitudes, and we found them satisfactory. 

We have received information that the employers are satisfied with 
his selection, as well as those people who know him in the labor 
movement back home in Minnesota, as well as Mr. Ryan, who is the 
labor-relations man for the Housing Authority here m Washington. 

He ran down for me certain information that we thought was 
desirable. So the reports were very good. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Mashman, have you anything to add? 

Mr. Masuman. No, thank you, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any further questions of Mr. Rothman? 

If not, Mr. Rothman, we will excuse you. 

Mr. Roraman. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHarrMAN. The committee will go into executive session to 
consider this nomination. 

(Thereupon, at 11:15 a. m., the committee proceeded into executive 
session. ) 











